
Nebraska 76,
Mississippi State 72

MSU Leading Scorer: E.J. Datcher, 12

MSU Leading Rebounder: E.J. Datcher, 6

Nebraska Leading Scorer: James Palmer, Jr., 17

Nebraska Leading Rebounders: Isaiah Roby, 8

Sunday, October 22, 2017 l Humphrey Coliseum

























HEAD	COACH	BEN	HOWLAND	
October	22,	2017	
Nebraska	vs.	Mississippi	State	

 
 
Opening Statement… 
“I thought that was a really good opportunity for us to play against a Power 5 conference team. 
Again, I cannot thank the University of Nebraska and their basketball program enough for what 
they did to come down here and help us raise money. Half of it will go to people in Mississippi 
and half of it will go to relief for Hurricane Irma. I am just so appreciative of Coach Miles, Bill 
Moose, Mark Main and their team. It helps us so much. Now our guys can see that we have a lot 
of things we need to improve on to be the kind of team we want to be. We have had 15 days of 
practice. It gave us a chance to see that KeyShawn Feazell is really going to help this program. 
That was a bright point. I thought E.J. Datcher was an incredible bright point. I thought Eli 
Wright was an incredible bright point. I am really excited for those three and how they play. It is 
all about effort. In the first half we were too stretched out defensively. The second half we 
played much better. The first half we took too many quick shots, which fueled their offense. If 
you are coming down and only passing the ball four or five times in a half and you’re down 16 
there is a correlation, there. They were 8-14 at half, we were 0-6. Our shot selection was not 
good. This will be good for our team. We will have two days off. I wish it was only one, but it is 
two. We will come back Wednesday and Thursday. Then we travel and play another really good 
Power 5 on a neutral site in Texas Tech. These games are really important for our team in terms 
of learning and understanding. I thought Lamar got tired today and that is understandable. He has 
literally missed two months where he wasn’t doing a whole lot. You can see he has to get in 
better shape. Our conditioning as a team has to get better, period. It wasn’t just Lamar. A lot of 
guys got tired. Aric Holman got exhausted out there, specifically in the first half when he played 
14 minutes. Eli Wright is in the best condition on the team. He played 25 minutes and played 
good defense, had good decision making, shot the ball well. Really excited about Eli Wright. I 
am really excited about a lot of our guys. We missed a lot of open threes. Q late in the game that 
could have cut it to two. We missed free throws. We shot 62% from the foul line. We gambled 
way too much defensively. We have to become way more solid with less gambling defensively. 
Over all I thought this was a great experience for our team as we grow and get ready for our 
season opener on November 10th. Today is the 22nd of October, it is around the corner. The game 
is 19 days away. We have two more games. The one Saturday against Texas Tech in Fort Worth 
and one against West Florida on November 2nd. This will make our practice better because our 
guys will get to see what they need to do better and improve on. We cannot even watch the film 
with them until Wednesday.  That is how restricted these rules are. They can always come in and 
watch it on their own. I’m sure some of the guys are going to want to come in and do that. ” 
 
On E.J. Datcher… 
“He missed four months. And you have to remember, he was really green when he got here last 
year. He is from the smallest little 1-A or whatever it is in Alabama. To go from there to the SEC 
was a big jump for him. I was really excited about his activity today and his ability to shoot the 
ball. He did get a couple quick fouls. We have got to get him working on becoming a better 



screener. I thought he did some good things. He is definitely improving. He played 19 minutes 
today. I hope it is a trend.” 
 
On the crowd today… 
“Our crown was great. Please make sure you mention that. I was so thankful to the crowd for 
being here today on such quick notice. This game officially came together on Wednesday. It is 
Sunday afternoon, so that’s great. To have people give and raise money for this cause was really 
nice. I am just so appreciative of everyone that was here today.” 
 
 
 
 



HEAD	COACH	TIM	MILES	
October	22,	2017	
Nebraska	vs.	Mississippi	State	

 
 
Opening Statement… 
“We are happy to be here. It was important for us to be here, like we said in our pregame. Ben 
[Howland] and I talked about being here for something bigger than just basketball. No team was 
really prepared for today as we could see, but at the same time it was great to be able to go out 
and compete. You don’t get this level of athleticism and talent in practice. It thought it was really 
important to come down and play against Mississippi State and find out what we are made of. I 
thought we played a very good first half. I think they kind of got their heads down and we were 
able to extend the lead until they came charging back. I thought we fought them off for a good 
while. The run that concerned me the most was down to 13, when you’re on the road and you’re 
up 13 and it’s still just 13, that like four or five possessions. We had a stretch from eight minutes 
to three minutes where we had two bad shots and four turnovers. That’s where they really got up 
their intensity and we did not perform. That is going to be our learning from this game, but we 
were here for a bigger cause and we are happy to be here.” 
 
On giving each other practice tapes… 
“We sent practice tapes to each other. No one was out to trick anyone. We just wanted a 
respectful game so the fans could enjoy it and for the players to be confident in what was going 
on and play hard against each other. So yeah, we traded a bunch of information.” 
 
On how much he learned on tapes compared to actually watching MSU play… 
“I think the level of athleticism you see on tape, you don’t get. You know they are quick, but it is 
hard to simulate that in practice. He has a lot of talent and I think every team starting a new year 
has to learn how to win. They have some exceptional young talent, and these Power Five leagues 
are tough. I have been an NAIA coach, I’ve been Division II coach, I’ve been a Division I 
independent coach, a mid-level coach, now I am in a Power Five coach. If you are weak in any 
area, like youth, they will just destroy you. Every team has to find a way to win. We do a certain 
drill that is timed and they have to do a certain amount of things, and sometimes they get it and 
sometimes they do not. Sometimes when the time is close, they get all jumpy. We played exactly 
like they do in that drill. So we have to learn to overcome that. What do we have to do and who 
is going to be the person that settles us down and leads us. I saw a very talented and athletic 
team. I think those perimeter guys are really good and they will shoot the three better than that.” 
 
 
 
 



MISSISSIPPI	STATE	PLAYER	QUOTES	
October	22,	2017	
Nebraska	vs.	Mississippi	State	

 
 
C – E.J. Datcher  – So.  
On the improvement of his jump shot and how it has developed over time…  
“Last year it was okay, but this year I had to put in a lot of work so coach could actually trust me. 
It is just a lot of work everyday to improve.” 
 
On his confidence level now… 
“It is up there. It really is up there.” 
 
On Coach Howland’s thoughts of his game and practice yesterday… 
“In yesterdays practice, I felt good with my shots. Well, I then came out in warm ups and I was 
hitting a lot shots, so I was having a lot of confidence. That led to having confidence on my shots 
today during the game.”  
 
F – KeyShawn Feazell– Fr.  
On what it was like being out in front of the crowd for the first time… 
“It was great. I, of course, was nervous in the beginning, but I just got out there and started 
feeling better. I got my feet wet so that helped.” 
 
On how long it took for him to feel comfortable in the game… 
“I would say it was the second possession when I felt okay.” 
 
On the communication between him and Coach Howland on playing time… 
“We have not talked much about it. He just said be ready.”  
 
 
G – Eli Wright– So.  
On what sparked the team in the second half to get back in the game… 
“It was really just defense. That is something that coach really keyed in on a lot, to have defense, 
put pressure on the ball and to just get in on our defenders. Stuff like that is what really helps.”  
 
On what did the team learn defensively…  
“Really just that we have to play hard the whole game.  Instead of coming out in the second half 
and that is something we slacked on a lot last year. We always came out the second half, but we 
have to come out with energy the first half too.”   
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