
 

MISSISSIPPI STATE FOOTBALL POSTGAME NOTES 
#23 Mississippi State vs. Kansas State 

September 14, 2019 | Davis Wade Stadium | Starkville, Miss. 
 

Team Notes 
• MSU’s game captains were QB Tommy Stevens, P/H Kody Schexnayder, S Brian Cole II, LB Erroll Thompson and 

73 Darryl Williams. 
• Kansas State won the toss and elected to defer to its option. MSU received the opening kickoff. 
• Today’s attendance was 54,522. 
• State fell to 2-2 in the all-time series with Kansas State and dropped to 12-13-1 against current Big 12 teams. 
• Bulldogs making their first career starts (1 – 1 defense): CB Tyler Williams 
• State had its streak of consecutive wins against non-conference teams during the regular season end at 11. 

 
Offense 

• QB Tommy Stevens scored MSU’s first touchdown of the game on a 2-yard run with 5:39 to go in the second 
quarter. It was his second rushing touchdown this season and his first since the season opener at Louisiana.  

• Stevens is responsible for seven touchdowns through three games this season (5 passing, 2 rushing). 
• QB Garrett Shrader entered the game during the third quarter and put together a 12-play, 79-yard scoring drive 

that lasted 6:50. He capped the drive with his first career touchdown (5-yard run).  
• WR Osirus Mitchell caught a TD pass for the third straight game, becoming the first MSU player since WR Chad 

Bumphis in 2012 to accomplish that feat.  
• Each of Mitchell’s three TD receptions have been for 28+ yards (31 at Louisiana, 28 vs. Southern Miss, 35 vs. 

Kansas State).  
o The three TD receptions for Mitchell leads the Bulldogs through the first three games.   

• Mitchell had multiple receptions for the third straight week.  
o It marked the second time this season and the fourth time in his career that Mitchell has had five-plus 

catches in a game.   
• RB Kylin Hill finished the game with 111 yards on 24 carries. 
• Hill logged his fourth run of 20+ yards this season during the second quarter with a 22-yard carry. He has at least 

one such run in every game this season.  
• Hill crossed the 100-yard rushing mark for his sixth career 100-yard rushing game. 

o Hill became the first Bulldog to rush for 100+ yards in each of the first three games of a season since RB 
Keefer McGee in 1996 (191 at Memphis, 182 vs. Kentucky, 108 at South Carolina). 

o Hill needs three more rushing games to enter MSU’s career top 10 in 100-yard rushing games.  
• MSU rushed for 200+ yards for the 28th time since 2016 and is 22-6 in those games.  

o The Bulldogs topped 200 yards on the ground for the third straight week and the 11th time in their last 
16 games.  

 
Defense 

• MSU recovered three Kansas State fumbles on the day (CB Jarrian Jones, LS Paul Blackwell, C Darryl Williams). 
• MSU extended its streak of consecutive games with a takeaway to 19, which is the second longest streak in the 

nation. 
• MSU forced two fumbles today (S Brian Cole II, RG Stewart Reese).  
• MSU stopped Kansas State on fourth-and-1 during the Wildcats’ opening drive. State’s opponents are 0-3 on 

fourth-down attempts this season. 



 
• State allowed its first rushing touchdown in 33 quarters when Kansas State scored on a 7-yard run early in the 

second quarter.  
• LB Leo Lewis equaled a career-high with 12 tackles. He also recorded 12 tackles at BYU during the 2016 season.   
• S Brian Cole recorded a TFL for the third straight game, pushing his season total to 5.5. He had 2.0 during the 

game, including one sack for the second straight week.  
• S Jaquarius Landrews set a career mark with nine tackles. 
• MSU extended its streak of consecutive games with at least one sack to 25.  

 
Special Teams 

•  K Jace Christmann tied his career high with a 47-yard field goal early in the fourth quarter. He also hit a pair of 
47-yarders during the Auburn and Louisiana Tech games last season.  

• P Tucker Day boomed a 55-yard punt during the fourth quarter. It marked his third punt of the season and 
seventh of his career of 50-plus yards.  



 K-STATE at
MISSISSIPPI STATE
BY THE NUMBERS

2,566 – Career passing yards by Skylar 
Thompson, who moved into 15th place in school 
history.

160:13  – Amount of time into the 2019 season 
that K-State trailed in a game... The longest to 
start a season since 2002.

114 – Number of non-offensive touchdowns by 
the Wildcats since 1999, the most in the nation.

100 – Distance of a Malik Knowles kickoff 
return in the fourth quarter, the Wildcats first 100-
yard kickoff return since 2015.

49 – Number of kickoff- and punt-return touch-
downs by K-State since 2005, the most in the 
nation.

25 – Length of a first-quarter punt return by 
Phillip Brooks, a career long (Previous Long: 9 vs. 
Nicholls)... He also had a 20-yard return earlier in 
the first quarter.

25 – Consecutive wins by a team coached by 
Chris Klieman.

12 – Touchdown runs by K-State through three 
games, the most in the first three games since 
2012.

10 – Touchdown runs by K-State running backs 
this season... Last year, Wildcat backs accounted 
for 13 total touchdowns.

4 – Chris Klieman is just the fourth coach in 
school history to begin his tenure with a 4-0 
record.

7 – Tackles by Jordan Mittie, his career high as 
a Wildcat.

3 – Safety Denzel Goolsby picked off his 
third-career pass to set up K-State’s first-quarter  
field goal.

1.5 – Tackles for loss by Kyle Ball, tying a career 
high.

Sept. 14, 2019 /// Davis Wade Stadium /// Starkville, Miss. /// Att: 54,522

K-STATE (3-0/0-0 BIG 12) ...................................... 31

MISSISSIPPI STATE (2-1/0-0 SEC) ...................... 24

RECORDS...
Kansas State and Mississippi State met for the fourth 
time in series history on Saturday with the Wildcats 
evening the series at 2-2... K-State improved to 89-16 
in regular-season non-conference games since 1990 
and recorded its 16th unblemished in such games during 
that stretch.

BIG ROAD WIN
The Wildcats earned their first road win in program history 
over a team that was in the SEC at the time the game 
was played... Kansas State’s last road win over a current 
member of the SEC was 2008 at Texas A&M when it was a 
member of the Big 12... The victory over Mississippi State 
was also the Wildcats’ first regular-season road victory 
over a non-conference Power 5 team since winning 28-24 
at Miami in 2011... It was also the program’s first regu-
lar-season victory over an SEC team since a 23-9 home 
win over Kentucky in 1982... K-State garnered a road 
victory for the first time since Nov. 18, 2017 at Oklahoma 
State (45-40), breaking a five-game road losing streak.

STARTING 3-0
Kansas State has started 3-0 for the first time since 
2015 and the fifth time since 2010... Head coach Chris 
Klieman became the fourth coach in school history to win 
their first three games... Saturday’s victory marked the 
24th-straight victory by a Klieman-led team dating back 
to 2017 at North Dakota State.

MORE RUSHING TDs
Kansas State added two more rushing touchdowns on 
Saturday to bring the season total to 12... It is the most 
rushing touchdowns by K-State in the first three games of 
the season since the 2012 team had 13 (5 vs. Western 
Kentucky, 5 vs. Louisiana Monroe, 3 vs. Eastern Illinois) 
Of the 12 rushing touchdowns this season, 10 have been 
by running backs... Last season, the Wildcats had 13 
rushing touchdowns by running backs in 12 games.

LEAD FOR LONG TIME
Kansas State was behind in a game for the first time in 
2019 in the third quarter, going the first 160:13 of the 
season without playing from behind... It was the longest 
by the Wildcats to start a season since 2002 when that 
squad wasn’t behind in a contest until the fifth game of 
the year... The 2002 squad went 245:26 into the season 
without playing from behind.

THOMPSON UNDER CENTER
Junior quarterback Skylar Thompson made his 17th 
career start on Saturday, going 10-of-18 through the air 
for 123 yards and a touchdown, while he rushed for eight 
yards and a touchdown... The Independence, Missouri, 
native improved his career passing yardage total to 2,566 
to move into the top 15 in school history... He now ranks 
15th as he passed Dan Manucci, who had 2,505 yards 
from 1977-78.

TO THE HOUSE
Redshirt freshman Malik Knowles returned a fourth-quar-
ter kickoff 100 yards to tie the game... It was the Wildcats’ 
seventh 100-yard kickoff return in school history and the 
first since Morgan Burns had one in 2015 against Iowa 
State... It was just the third in a road game in school 
history and first since Tyler Lockett did so at Texas Tech 
in 2011... It was K-State’s first KOR score since Byron 
Pringle went 89 yards at Oklahoma State in 2017.

DEFENSIVE HIGHS
Senior defensive tackle Jordan Mittie registered a Wildcat 
career high seven tackles... His previous career high as 
a Wildcat was four against West Virginia last season... 
It was his most stops since having seven while playing 
for Texas State against Arkansas State in 2017... Senior 
defensive end Kyle Ball registered 1.5 tackles for loss to 
tie his career high, while Da’Quan Patton was one shy of 
his career high with eight stops
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