
 

MISSISSIPPI STATE FOOTBALL POSTGAME NOTES 
Mississippi State vs. Kentucky 

September 21, 2019 | Davis Wade Stadium | Starkville, Miss. 
 

Team Notes 
• MSU’s game captains were QB Tommy Stevens, P/H Kody Schexnayder, S Brian Cole II, LB Erroll Thompson and 

73 Darryl Williams. 
• MSU won the toss and elected to defer to its option. Kentucky received the opening kickoff. 
• Today’s attendance was 54,556. 
• Bulldogs making their first career starts today (3 – 3 offense): QB Garrett Shrader, WR Isaiah Zuber, TE 

Geor'quarius Spivey. 
• MSU improved to 24-23 in the all-time series against the Wildcats.  

o The Bulldogs have won 10 of the last 13 meetings over UK dating back to 2007. 
o Six of the 10 victories have come by 10-plus points.    

• MSU improved to 14-6 all-time versus Kentucky in games played in Starkville.  
o The Bulldogs have won a series-best five consecutive games since 2010 in Starkville. The previous mark 

was a four-game run in 1995, 1997, 1999 and 2001.    
o State has outscored Kentucky, 115-36, in the last three meetings in Starkville.  

• MSU won its SEC opener for the third time in the last four seasons.  
• MSU led 21-3 at the half and improved to 10-1 under Joe Moorhead when leading after two quarters.  
• The Bulldogs scored first via an interception returned for a TD and bettered its record under Moorhead when 

scoring first to 9-3.  
• MSU had two players rush for over 100 yards in RB Kylin Hill (26-120/3 TD) and QB Garrett Shrader (11/125/0 

TD) for the fifth time during the Moorhead era. 
o Three of those five outings have come against SEC opponents. 

 
Offense 

• QB Garrett Shrader started at quarterback in place of QB Tommy Stevens (did not play today).  
• Shrader became the fifth MSU true freshman to start at least one game at quarterback since the 1989 season. 

o Others: Keytaon Thompson (2017), Damian Williams (2013), Wesley Carroll (2007), Todd Jordan (1989) 
o Thompson started the 2017 TaxSlayer Bowl vs. Louisville, Williams started the 2013 Egg Bowl vs. Ole 

Miss and Carroll started in nine games in 2007.  
• State’s 21 first-half points were the most for the Bulldogs against a SEC opponent since scoring 21 points against 

Ole Miss in 2018 and 27 points against Ole Miss in 2016. 
• The Bulldogs averaged an astounding 9.1 yards per play in the second quarter and 10 of MSU’s 14 first downs in 

the first half came during the second quarter.  
• State tallied a season-high six plays of 20+ yards  
• MSU’s first 20+ yard play from scrimmage was a 21-yard reception by WR Deddrick Thomas late in the first 

quarter. Thomas later added a 25-yard catch on third-and-16 late in the third quarter.  
• In the first half, Shrader completed 13 of 15 passes for 123 yards with an interception.  

o He had a pair of 20+ yard completions and seven first-down completions.  
• Shrader finished the game 17-of-22 passing for 180 yards against one interception. 
• Shrader also rushed for 125 yards on 11 carries.  

o He had the two longest rushes of the day for MSU with a 49-yard carry late in the fourth quarter and a 
36-yard scamper during the second quarter.  

• State’s first scoring drive of the day was nine plays, 75 yards in 4:25.  
o The drive was capped by a 12-yard Kylin Hill touchdown run. 



 
• MSU’s second scoring drive was its fifth of 10+ plays this season and went for 80 yards and lasted 5:51.  

o The drive featured four first downs, including a 36-yard run by Shrader and a 13-yard catch for WR 
JaVonta Payton, and ended with a 2-yard TD run by Hill. 

• The SEC’s leading rusher this season, Hill recorded his seventh career 100-yard rushing game. It marked his 
fourth straight game with 100+ yards on the ground.  

• Hill finished with 120 yards on 26 carries and a career-best three touchdowns. 
o Hill’s three rushing TDs are the most for a MSU player during a SEC game since QB Nick Fitzgerald 

secured four rushing TDs against Arkansas in 2016.  
o Hill became the first MSU running back with at least three rushing touchdowns in a single game since 

Vick Ballard had three in 2011 at Memphis. 
o Hill’s three rushing scores today marked the first time since Ballard in 2010 vs. Arkansas that a Bulldog 

running back has found the end zone three times against an SEC opponent.  
o The three rushing scores for Hill brought his career total to 11 TDs. 

• Hill is the only MSU player to rush for 100+ yards in each of the first four games of a season since at least 1990. 
o The last MSU player to have four straight 100-yard rushing games was QB Nick Fitzgerald against BYU 

(15-103/2 TD), against Kentucky (12-115/2 TD), at Texas A&M (18-105/1 TD) and versus UMass (17-
135/2 TD) in 2017. 

o The last MSU running back to have four consecutive 100-yard rushing games was Anthony Dixon who 
had a streak of five straight games at Vanderbilt (21/123/0 TD), against LSU (27-106/2 TD), against 
Georgia Tech (18-106/0 TD), against Houston (21-134/2 TD) and at Middle Tennessee (27-135/2 TD) in 
2009. 

• Hill needs two more rushing games to enter MSU’s career top 10 in 100-yard rushing games 
• Hill has scored a touchdown rushing in three of four games this season and has found the end zone at least once 

through the air or on the ground in five of the last six games, dating back to the 2018 season.  
• WR Osirus Mitchell had multiple receptions for the third straight week.  
• MSU rushed for 200+ yards for the 29th time since 2016 and is 23-6 in those games.  

o The Bulldogs have topped 200 yards on the ground for the fourth straight week and the 12th time in 
their last 17 games.  

• The Bulldogs logged 400+ yards of total offense (421) for the ninth time under Moorhead. 
o It was the second 400+ yard game this season for MSU. 
o State is 9-0 in those games.  

 
Defense 

• LB Willie Gay Jr. returned an interception 52 yards for a touchdown on the game-opening drive. 
o It was MSU’s first pickoff returned for a score since 2017 against UMass (J.T. Gray, 58 yards).  
o It was MSU’s first defensive TD since Gray’s 58-yard INT return for a TD in 2017 against UMass. 

• Gay now has an interception in each of his last two games played. Prior to today, his last interception was vs. 
Iowa in the 2019 Outback Bowl. He has three career interceptions (two have come in SEC games). 

• Gay became the fourth different Bulldog with an interception this season.  
• MSU extended its streak of consecutive games with a takeaway to 20, which was the second longest streak in 

the nation heading into today’s game.  
• State has recorded at least one interception in 15 of its last 17 games.  
• MSU extended its streak of consecutive games with at least one sack to 26. 
• Five different Bulldogs recorded a tackle for loss.  
• S C.J. Morgan led the Bulldogs with a career-high nine tackles and career-best two pass breakups. 
• LB Tim Washington recorded his first career sack.  
• DT Lee Autry recorded a career-high 1.0 tackle for loss.  
• DE Fletcher Adams had 1.0 sack for the second time in his career and first time since at Kansas State last season.  

o He also forced a fumble for the second time in his career.  



KENTUCKY POSTGAME NOTES 
Kentucky at Mississippi State 
Davis Wade Stadium, Starkville, Miss. 
Sept. 21, 2019 
  
FINAL SCORE: Mississippi State 28, Kentucky 13 
  
Team Records and Series Information 

• Kentucky is 2-2, 0-2 in the Southeastern Conference.  Mississippi State is 3-1, 1-0 in the league. 
• Mississippi State leads the series, 24-23. 
• Next for Kentucky: the Wildcats have their only back-to-back road games of the season as UK visits South 

Carolina on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. It will be televised on the SEC Network. 
  
Player Notes 

• UK's game capts: OG Logan Stenberg, DL Calvin Taylor, LB Josh Paschal and athlete Lynn Bowden Jr. 
• Junior athlete Lynn Bowden Jr. caught seven passes for 129 yards, his first 100-yard game of the season 

and second of his career. 
o Now has 1,285 career receiving yards, moving past seven players for 18th place on the UK career 

receiving yardage list. 
o Now has 111 career receptions, moving into 15th place on the UK career list.  
o He is the first UK player with at least six receptions in each of the first four games since James 

Whalen in 1999. 
o Has caught a pass in 18 consecutive games. 
o Also rushed three times for 37 yards and had 210 all-purpose yards on the day. 

• Junior WR Josh Ali caught five passes for 61 yards, both career highs. 
• Redshirt freshman RB Kavosiey Smoke rushed for 25 yards, including a two-yard touchdown run in the 

third quarter. 
• Junior RB Asim "AJ" Rose rushed nine times for 105 yards, averaging 11.7 yards per carry. 

o It is his first 100-yard game of the season and third of his career.  
• Junior CB Brandin Echols got a sack/caused fumble in the third quarter, his first for both plays at 

Kentucky.  He had a career-high 10 tackles. 
o Redshirt freshman CB Jamari Brown recovered the fumble, his first as a Wildcat. 

• Sophomore S Yusuf Corker had the first two pass breakups of his career and tied his career high for 
tackles with seven. 

• Sophomore LB DeAndre Square had nine tackles, including 1.5 tackles for loss and a sack.   
• Junior DE Kordell Looney and junior S Quandre Mosely made their first collegiate starts. 

o Mosely made his first UK interception in the second quarter, with a 39-yard return.  
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https://ukathletics.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=7257
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https://ukathletics.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=7290
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Mississippi State vs. Kentucky 

MSU Head Coach Joe Moorhead  

September 21, 2019 | Davis Wade Stadium 

 

Opening Statement 

JM: “Very proud of our guys. We said heading into the game it was going to take poise, 

passion and precision. We certainly saw a lot of it. At times, little left to be desired than 

others. At the end of the day, it was the complementary offense, defense and the special 

teams game, and it was good enough to win. We knew heading into this season we are 

going to have to fight, scratch, claw and do whatever we need to do to go 1-0 on a weekly 

basis. We challenged the kids on Sunday; they responded. I am very proud.” 
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