
POSTGAME NOTES
GAME 6 • MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-2, 1-2 SEC) VS. #8/9 AUBURN (4-2, 1-2 SEC) • OCT. 6, 2018 • DAVIS WADE STADIUM
TEAM NOTABLES

• Senior defensive end Gerri Green and senior quarterback Nick Fitzgerald served as captains. MSU won the toss and elected to defer to 
the second half. It is just the second time this season that MSU has won the opening toss. 
• Safety Jaquarius Landrews earned the first start of his career in Saturday’s contest. 
• MSU improved to 27-63-2 against Auburn and 7-16-1 against the Tigers in Starkville. MSU has now won three of the last four 
matchups against Auburn in Davis Wade Stadium. The victory was MSU’s first against the Tigers since a 17-9 win at Auburn in 2015. 
• State has won four of its last six games against top-10 opponents at Davis Wade Stadium dating back to the 2014 season. This is MSU’s 
first home victory over a top-10 foe since defeating No. 6 Texas A&M, 35-28, on Nov. 5, 2016.
• Tonight’s attendance was 60,635.

OFFENSE
• The Bulldogs have out-scored opponents 117-21 in the first half this season.
• With four seconds remaining in the first half, Nick Fitzgerald rushed for a 1-yard touchdown, the first MSU touchdown since the first 
quarter against Kentucky (10/22/17).
• The Bulldogs eclipsed the 200-yard rushing mark for the fourth time this season, ending the game with 353 yards on the ground. It’s 
the most rushing yards on the ground for State against an SEC foe since racking up 457 against Ole Miss in the 2016 Egg Bowl. It was 
the most rushing yards allowed by Auburn since LSU had 411 on Sept. 9, 2015.
• For the third time this season, MSU had two Bulldogs rush for over 100 yards in the same game as quarterback Nick Fitzgerald (195) 
and Kylin Hill (126) both eclipsed the 100-yard rushing mark. It is the second time in their career that the duo have more rushed over 
the century mark in the same game. 
• MSU had four plays of 20 or more yards against Auburn to bring its season total to 36.

DEFENSE 
• MSU did not allow a third-down conversion in Auburn’s first seven attempts (nearly three quarters of play).
• State recorded two fumble recoveries against the Tigers, marking the first time since Sept. 30, 2017, at Auburn that the MSU defense 
recorded at least two fumble recoveries in a game. 
• For the fifth time this season, MSU allowed less than 14 points, which is best in the FBS. 
• Montez Sweat and Jeffery Simmons has combined for 46 tackles for loss over their 19 career games played together. 

PLAYER NOTABLES
QB NICK FITZGERALD  
• Accounted for 264 yards of total offense, including 195 yards on the ground and two rushing touchdowns. 
• Rushed for a touchdown in three of five games played this season and has rushed for multiple touchdowns in a game 15 times in his career. 
• Brought his career rushing yard total to 2,999, surpassing Tim Tebow for the most rushing yards in SEC. Now ranks third in MSU history for career 
rushing yards among all position players, surpassing Walter Packer (1973-76).
• Eclipsed the 100-yard rushing mark for the third time this season and 17th time in his career, tying Anthony Dixon (2006-09) for the school record.
• Surpassed 8,000 yards of career total offense and ranks second in school history behind only Dak Prescott (11,897).
• His 40 rushing scores are the most among active FBS quarterbacks and rank third in MSU history behind only Anthony Dixon (42) and Dak Prescott 
(41). 

RB KYLIN HILL
• Eclipsed the century mark on the ground for just the second time in his career, recording 126 yards on 23 carries (5.5 avg.)

K JACE CHRISTMANN  
• Connected on three field goals (25, 47, 33), which matched his career high of three set on Sept. 16, 2017, against LSU. 
• Made a career-long 47-yard field goal with 10:13 remaining in the first half. His previous career long was 45.

LS JOEL BALDWIN  
• Recovered a muffed punt return with 4:23 remaining in the first half for MSU’s first fumble recovery of the season. It was Baldwin’s first fumble 
recovery of his career. 

DE MONTEZ SWEAT 
• Set career high with 3.0 sacks against Auburn. Sweat has now recorded 18.0 sacks in just 19 career games played, which ranks seventh in MSU career 
history. 
• It was the most sacks by a Bulldog since Willie Evans had three versus Tulan on Sept. 17, 2005.

S MARK MCLAURIN 
• Led the Bulldogs with a season-high 10 total tackles, including eight solo stops and a tackle for loss.
• Forced just the second fumble of his career during the third quarter, punching out the ball at the goal line to prevent an Auburn touchdown. 

DE KOBE JONES 
• Grabbed a tackle and recorded the first fumble recovery of his career during the third quarter, recovering a loose ball in the end zone for a 
touchback.



Auburn at Mississippi State game notes 
 
>> Captains: Deshaun Davis, Ryan Davis, Jarrett Stidham 
>> Coin Toss: Mississippi State wins the toss and defers. Auburn will receive 
>> Attendance: 60,635  
 
 
TEAM NOTES 
>> First-time starters for Auburn: Calvin Ashley 
>> Auburn scored first for the 21st time in its last 24 games and the fifth time this season 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL NOTES/OFFENSE 
>> Tucker Brown recorded his first career reception 
>> John Samuel Shenker’s 26-yard reception was a career long 
>> JaTarvious Whitlow is now 15th all-time among Auburn freshman rushers with 414 yards this season; tonight he 
has passed Kiehl Frazier (327 in 2011), Ronnie Brown (330 in 2001), Brad Lester (339 in 2005), Markeith Cooper (351 
in 1996), Darrell Williams (371 in 1989) and Ben Tate (392 in 2006) 
>> Ryan Davis is now fourth among Auburn career receiving leaders with 137 career receptions, passing Tyrone 
Goodson (136 from 1993-97). Davis ranks 19th in Auburn career receiving yardage (1,261), passing Greg Taylor (1,217 
from 1987-90) and Thomas Bailey (1,243 from 1991-94) 
>> Ryan Davis’ 42-yard reception in the third quarter was his longest catch of the season 
>> Jarrett Stidham to Ryan Davis is the second most productive pass tandem in Auburn history, with 113 
completions; the Auburn record is 140 completions by Pat Sullivan to Terry Beasley (1969-71) 
>> Stidham recorded his third 200-yard passing game of the season and the 13th of his Auburn career 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL NOTES/DEFENSE 
>> Jeremiah Dinson records his second interception of the season and career. It’s the first Auburn player with 
interceptions in back-to-back games since Joshua Holsey in 2016 vs. Ole Miss and Vanderbilt 
>> Deshaun Davis now has 203 career tackles, making him the 15th Auburn player since 2000 to reach 200 career 
tackles; he recorded his seventh career game with double-figure tackles 
>> Marlon Davidson recorded a career high with 10 tackles 
>> Jeremiah Dinson recorded a career high with 15 tackles, the most by an Auburn player since Daren Bates (16) vs. 
Ole Miss in 2012 
>> Darrell Williams recorded his second career game with double-figure tackles 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL NOTES/SPECIAL TEAMS 
>> Marlon Davidson records his first blocked field goal, the first for Auburn since Derrick Brown blocked a UCF field 
goal attempt in last year’s Peach Bowl 
>> Anders Carlson’s 47-yard field goal was his second longest of the season (longest: 53 vs. Washington). This was 
his second game with three made field goals (also Washington) 
 





























 


