
 

MISSISSIPPI STATE FOOTBALL POSTGAME NOTES 
Mississippi State vs. #5/4/4 Alabama 

November 16, 2019 | Davis Wade Stadium | Starkville, Miss. 
 

GENERAL 

• MSU’s game captains were QB Tommy Stevens, P/H Kody Schexnayder, S Brian Cole II, LB Erroll Thompson and 
73 Darryl Williams. 

• MSU won the toss and elected to defer to its option. Alabama received the opening kickoff. 

• Today’s attendance: 57,607 

• MSU’s first-time starters: None 
 
TE FARROD GREEN 

• Had a 30-yard catch in the third quarter for his second reception of 30+ yards this season. 
 
RB KYLIN HILL 

• First SEC player this season to record 1,000+ rushing yards and 10+ touchdowns. 

• Scored a rushing touchdown for the third straight game. 

• Has a rushing touchdown in six different games this season. 

• First Bulldog running back with at least 10 rushing TDs in a season since Josh Robinson in 2014. 
 
DT NATHAN PICKERING 

• Recorded one half sack in the first quarter to give him 1.5 on the season.  
 
DE MARQUISS SPENCER 

• Matched his career-high in tackles for loss with 1.5 in the first half.  
 
QB TOMMY STEVENS  

• Rushed for a season-high 96 yards on 10 attempts. 

• Fell just shy of his second 100-yard rushing game of his career when he recorded 113 yards on 11/25/17 at 
Maryland while playing at Penn State.  

• Recorded a career-long 46-yard run on the opening drive of the second half.  

• 46-yard run marked his longest since a 45-yard run on 11/5/2016 against Iowa while playing at Penn State. 

• Also had a 27-yard run in the first quarter. 
 
LB ERROLL THOMPSON 

• Led the team with nine tackles.  

• Record one half sack in the first quarter. 

• Tallied 1.0 tackle for loss for the second game this season. 
 
CB TYLER WILLIAMS 

• Registered a career-high eight tackles and forced his first career fumble.  
 
C DARRYL WILLIAMS 

• Made his 35th career start on the offensive line.  

• Has started 35 of State’s last 36 games. 
 



 
 
POSTGAME NOTES – 5/4/4 ALABAMA AT MISSISSIPPI STATE 
SATURDAY, NOV. 16, 2019 • DAVIS WADE STADIUM AT SCOTT FIELD • STARKVILLE, MISS. 
 
NOTES 
GAME CAPTAINS: Alabama’s captains for today’s game at Mississippi State were senior defensive 
lineman Raekwon Davis, junior wide receiver DeVonta Smith and junior quarterback Tua Tagovailoa. 
 
138-7 UNDER SABAN WHEN LEADING AT THE HALF: Under head coach Nick Saban, the Crimson 
Tide is 138-7 (.952) when leading at the half. Alabama has held the lead in 55 of its last 69 games dating 
back to the start of the 2015 season. Alabama is also 122-4 (.968) when leading by seven or more points 
at the break during the Saban era. 
 
SABAN IN SEC ROAD GAMES: Head coach Nick Saban owns a 56-15 (.789) mark in SEC road games 
across his time at LSU and Alabama, including a 44-7 (.863) mark with the Crimson Tide. Saban has 
notched eight perfect SEC road seasons (2003, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2016 and 2018). 
 
UNRANKED, NO PROBLEM UNDER SABAN: With its 38-7 win at Mississippi State, Alabama has 
defeated 90 consecutive unranked teams under head coach Nick Saban, the longest streak in FBS 
history. The current streak began with a win over Colorado on December 30, 2007 in the Independence 
Bowl. The previous record was 72 games, shared by Miami (Fla.) (1984-95) and Florida (1989-2000). 
Under Saban, Alabama holds a 94-3 (.970) (90-3, .968 after vacations) mark against unranked 
opponents. 
 
DEFENSE 
10 POINTS OR LESS: Alabama’s 38-7 win at Mississippi State marked the 90th time under head coach 
Nick Saban that the Crimson Tide has held opponents to 10 points or less and the 34th time in the last 69 
games dating to the start of the 2015 season. 
 
TURNOVERS, TURNOVERS, TURNOVERS: With freshman Shane Lee’s interception in the first quarter 
against Mississippi State, the Crimson Tide has now forced at least one turnover in 64 of its last 69 
contests dating back to the start of the 2015 season. During the current run, the Crimson Tide has forced 
113 turnovers (74 interceptions, 39 fumbles) and returned 24 of those miscues for touchdowns. 
 
POINTS OFF TURNOVERS: Alabama has caused at least one turnover in nine of games this season 
with nine fumble recoveries and 11 interceptions. The Crimson Tide is outscoring opponents, 86-31, in 
points off turnovers (Sept. 7 vs. New Mexico State – 17; Sept. 14 at South Carolina – 10; Sept. 21 vs. 
Southern Miss – 14; Oct. 26 vs. Arkansas – 24; Nov. 16 at Mississippi State – 7). 
 
HOLDING OPPONENTS UNDER 300: The Crimson Tide defense held Mississippi State to 270 yards of 
total offense in Alabama’s 38-7 victory over the Bulldogs, marking the 111th time in 177 games (62.7 
percent) under head coach Nick Saban that the Tide has held an opponent to less than 300 yards of total 
offense. The Tide has held 23 of its last 39 opponents below 300 yards, dating back to the start of the 
2017 campaign. 
 
OFFENSE 
OPENING DRIVE TOUCHDOWNS: Junior running back Najee Harris found the endzone on the opening 
possession at Mississippi State. With that score, Alabama extended its streak to 33 straight wins when 
scoring a touchdown on its first offensive possession of a game. The Tide’s last loss after finding the end 
zone on its first drive was to the Oklahoma Sooners in the 2014 Allstate Sugar Bowl. 
 
SCORING STREAK CONTINUES: Alabama extended its school record for consecutive games with a 
score to 252 thanks to junior running back Najee Harris’ 10-yard rushing touchdown in the first quarter at 



Mississippi State. The Crimson Tide was last held off the scoreboard in a 9-0 loss to Auburn on Nov. 18, 
2000. Alabama has a 196-54 (.784) record over the course of the current streak. 
 
FIRST IN UA HISTORY: In today's contest at Mississippi State, junior running back Najee Harris became 
the first Alabama player to score three touchdowns in the first quarter of a single game. Two of his scores 
came by way of the rush while the other was a 19-yard reception.  
 
HARRIS SETS SINGLE-SEASON RECORD: Junior running back Najee Harris recorded his sixth 
receiving touchdown of the season in today’s game at Mississippi State. That mark set the Alabama 
single-season record for receiving touchdowns by a running back.  
 
IN GOOD COMPANY: With his rushing and receiving touchdowns in today’s game at Mississippi State 
and last weekend’s matchup versus LSU (Nov. 9), junior running back Najee Harris became the first UA 
player since Mark Ingram in 2009 to record rushing and receiving scores in back-to-back games. 
 
250-PLUS AT HALF: For the sixth time in his career, junior quarterback Tua Tagovailoa accounted for 
250 or more passing yards with his 256 passing yard performance in the first half at Mississippi State. 
This season he has accounted for 286 passing yards in the first half at South Carolina (Sept. 14), 301 
against Ole Miss (Sept. 28) and 256 in Starkville. His career high for first half passing yards is 334 at 
Arkansas in 2018, going 10-of-12 with four touchdowns against the Hogs. 

 
– UA – 
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