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 Mississippi State is a comprehensive land-grant institution 
and the largest university in Mississippi, with a statewide enroll-
ment of more than 17,000 students.  
  Established in 1878 as the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College of Mississippi, the university has traditional strengths 
in engineering and scientifi c agriculture but has evolved into a 
comprehensive institution with a diverse array of programs in 
teaching, research, and service.
Growth and success
 For the fi rst time in its 130-year history, Mississippi State 
in 2007 surpassed the 17,000 mark in enrollment and is on track 
to post enrollment gains again in 2008.  Enrollment includes a 
record number of African-Americans, as well as record enroll-
ment for the Meridian campus, graduate and distance learning 
students. 
  Through an innovative Pathfi nders program—a mentoring 
and intervention effort—the freshman-to-sophomore retention 
rate is 83.4 percent.  In 2008, Pathfi nders celebrates its 10th an-
niversary and has generated signifi cant research about student 
retention.  Other institutions now are adopting the model.  
  Mississippi State has one of the largest cooperative edu-
cation programs in the Southeast, with more than 750 students 
enrolled.  More than 10,000 students have participated since the 
program’s inception in 1955.
  In 2008, Mississippi State students for the second con-
secutive year won the top prize in the Challenge X competition 
to redesign a fuel effi cient and environmentally friendly SUV.  
Another 17-member student team brought home the 2008 Best 
Flight Award of the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International. A recent MSU graduate also won $100,000 and 
the top prize in the nationally televised game show, Jeopardy.  
 Research gains 
 Research at Mississippi State has a direct impact on the 
state’s economy and competitiveness in a global market, as well 
as providing tangible benefi ts for students.  Fiscal year 2007 
marked a record year for total amount of research awards for the 
university, $187 million compared the $154 million in fi scal year 
2006.  
  Centers of excellence identifi ed in the university’s strategic 
plan are agriculture and natural resource systems; computation-
al science and engineering; applied social sciences; transporta-
tion systems; and materials and devices.  
  The impact of research programs at Mississippi State is 
recognized nationally and internationally.  The university is plac-
ing increased emphasis on taking research results to market 

and providing industry-specifi c research needed by the state. 
  MSU is partnering with a Starkville high-tech business to 
develop small, low-cost satellites for the United States market.  
The university is working with Infi niSat, a company spun off from 
MSU research, to develop less expensive technologies that can 
be deployed quickly.
  The university is one of about two dozen National Centers 
of Academic Excellence in Information Assurance Research.  
The designation, made by the National Security Agency and De-
partment of Homeland Security, enables research institutions to 
seek ways to secure the worldwide information grid. 
  A fi rst-ever MSU conference on avian genomics and gene 
ontology drew scientists from around the world.  Sponsored by 
the Institute for Digital Biology, the conference focused on ways 
to use genomics to develop new medical procedures and under-
stand diseases such as the bird fl u, as well as improving poultry 
and egg production, among other areas.
 The Sustainable Energy Research Center at MSU coordi-
nates university research efforts in alternative energy, especially 
related to resources available in Mississippi and the Southeast. 
Currently, a center team is creating fuel from crops, waste water 
and other sources.
Outreach and service 
 When it comes to providing educational opportunities to 
the people of Mississippi, there are not many paths Mississippi 
State University has overlooked. That is especially true in the 
Division of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine. 
  Each year, thousands of Mississippians turn to the MSU 
Extension Service, the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry 
Experiment station or other units in the division for continuing 
education opportunities, information related to their farm or other 
business, management of their personal resources or for self 
improvement. Sometimes all that is involved is a visit to an MSU 
Web site or a call or visit to one of Mississippi’s 82 county Exten-
sion offi ces. Several thousand people also take advantage of 
the chance to participate in activities on the Starkville campus, 
an MSU experiment station or other facilities. 
 The Mississippi State University Extension Service is a 
primary source of leadership development programs designed 
to improve overall community engagement as well as to provide 
community leaders with the tools necessary to address specifi c 
community issues.  Available to both rural and urban locales, 
these programs have proven effective in advancing commu-
nity initiatives and providing a basis for local residents to take 
a more active role in their community.
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Dr. Vance Watson
Interim President

Named Interim President of Mississippi State in 
April 2008, Vance Watson assumed the top leadership 
role after a career of progressively responsible positions 
at the land-grant university. 
 Most recently, he served as vice president of the 
Division of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine; 
dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences; 
director of the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry 
Experiment Station; executive director of Extension and 
Outreach; and professor of agronomy.
 A native of Missouri, he earned his undergraduate degree from Southeast 
Missouri State University in his native state, followed by a master’s degree at the 
University of Missouri and a doctorate from Mississippi State. He has invested his 
42-year career in the institution and the state he has come to call ‘home.’
 Under his leadership, the Division of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary 
Medicine gained an eighth-place ranking for total research and development 
expenditures, and a third-place ranking for federal expenditures, as calcu-
lated by the National Science Foundation. Units making up the division include 
the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station, Mississippi State 
University Extension Service, Forest and Wildlife Research Center, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, College of Forest Resources, and the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences.
 Watson was instrumental in the establishment of a number of interdisciplinary 
research efforts, including one that led to a sustainable energy research partner-
ship between the Bagley College of Engineering and the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences. He played a key role in securing a commitment for a collaborative 
poultry research facility that will house research scientists from MSU, USDA, and 
the Agricultural Research Service— USDA’s research arm. The latter will provide 
more opportunities to assist an important segment of Mississippi’s economy.
 Within the division, he advocated a faculty mentoring program to help 
enhance the success and contributions of junior faculty members, and as Interim 
President, seeks to expand the concept university-wide.
 An Eagle Scout, he also is a Fellow of the American Society of Agronomy and 
a Fellow of the Crop Science Society of America. He has received the Mississippi 
Farm Bureau Federation Distinguished Service Award, the Southern Association 
of Agricultural Experiment Station Directors’ 2007 Excellence in Leadership Award, 
and numerous other awards and honors.
 He and his wife, Jo Ann, have three children and seven grandchildren.

Greg Byrne
 Director of Athletics 

When Greg Byrne was named Mississippi State 
University’s 15th Director of Athletics on February 21, 
2008, he became the youngest top current athletic admin-
istrator in the Southeastern Conference.  At 36 years of 
age, he became the youngest to lead an athletic program 
at the NCAA Division I-A level.

Despite his age, Byrne is anything but inexperienced.  
He has been around successful athletic programs, and the 
director’s chair at those institutions, literally all his life.  He 
is the son of long-time athletic administrator Bill Byrne, 

currently the Director of Athletics at Texas A&M University.
Byrne, however, has made a name for himself in intercollegiate athletics.  He has 

15 years of professional experience, a resume’ that shows progressive growth in both 
responsibility and achievement.  He has been directly involved in raising over $120 
million in gifts during his career in athletics.  He has finalized and implemented an 
annual giving renovation for athletics at three different institutions.  Byrne has also 
helped in the reorganization of the athletic program at one school while renovating 
the department’s budgeting systems, development, marketing, and compliance pro-
grams.  Byrne was on the ground floor of resurrecting a football program and athletic 
department at another institution, one that achieved success for the first time in three 
decades.

Prior to being named to head State’s athletic program, Byrne came to MSU in 
June 2006 as Associate Athletic Director for External Affairs.  In just his first year 
on the job, Byrne initiated a first-ever volunteer fund-drive that resulted in 969 new 
Bulldog Club members for Mississippi State.  He implemented a priority seating 
program for football and men’s basketball that led to a $1 million increase in annual 
giving.  He also led the effort to package State’s donor and ticketing software, in 
connection with the department’s athletic web site, for fan convenience.  In so doing, 
MSU became the first Bowl Championship Series school to enlist XOS Technologies 
for total donor support in those areas.  

Byrne held a similar position at the University of Kentucky prior to coming to 
Starkville.  As Associate Athletic Director for Development and Fund-Raising at UK 
from 2002-05, he managed the development staff and operated a multi-million dol-
lar budget.  He oversaw development efforts that raised annual gifts from $4 million 
to $9 million annually.  While in Lexington, Byrne led a $35 million athletic facility 
campaign, and participated in the design, funding and marketing for Kentucky’s $30 
million basketball practice facility.  He worked with a corporate sponsorship team to 
manage UK marketing and development efforts, including signing one of the nation’s 
top multi-media rights packages.  Byrne was one of four members on the UK search 
committees that brought new head football and baseball coaches to the Wildcat 
athletic program.

Byrne possibly made his greatest athletic program impact as Associate Athletic 
Director for Development at Oregon State University from 1998-2002.  Managing an 
eight-person staff, he replaced an antiquated 60-year old fund-raising organization 
and increased annual giving from $1 million to over $5 million in cash during his ten-
ure there.  He assisted the Director of Major Gifts in raising more than $30 million in 
capital gifts for facilities and budget enhancement while in Corvallis.  He participated 
in securing a $12.5 million gift to rename the Beavers’ football stadium.  Byrne was 
involved in the department’s transition of corporate sponsorships for radio, television, 
stadium and arena signage and game program sales to increase revenue. 

Byrne began his athletic fund-raising career as Regional Director of Development 
at the University of Oregon from 1995 through ’98, overseeing development efforts 
for Portland, Southern and Central Oregon, Northern California and the Oregon 
coast.  He secured the largest donation totals ever for each region during his career 
at Oregon.  While overseeing the Duck’s lettermen’s organization, he participated in 
raising $14 million for an indoor football facility and soccer complex.

The energetic Byrne launched his professional career as Special Projects 
Coordinator for the Fiesta Bowl in Tempe, Ariz., from 1993-95.  During that time, he 
managed a 1,000-person volunteer base for 63 Fiesta Bowl annual events.  Byrne 
was promoted to a full-time position following an initial internship period.

A native of Pocatello, Idaho, Byrne earned his bachelor’s degree from Arizona 
State University in 1994.  He anticipates receiving his master’s degree from 
Mississippi State this summer.

Byrne is married to the former Regina Misa of Junction City, Ore., and the couple 
has two sons:  Nick (12) and Davis (10).

MSU PRESIDENT/ATHLETICS DIRECTORMSU PRESIDENT/ATHLETICS DIRECTOR
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 Mississippi State is in its second decade of competition in its 
on-campus home, the Newell-Grissom Building. The spacious facility 
features 12,000 square feet of hardwood flooring and arena seating 
for more than 2,000. MSU’s volleyball home has seen two major 
improvements in the facility over the past three years. An air condi-
tioning system was added following the 2004 season and 489 maroon 
chair back seats were installed in the east stands prior to the start of 
the 2006 campaign.
 The facility has served as the home court for Mississippi State 
volleyball since Oct. 3, 1997 when State met Georgia in the first 
match at the Newell-Grissom Building. Another first for the facility 
unfolded a year later when the 1998 season-ending MSU-Mississippi 
volleyball match was televised regionally by SEC-TV on FOX Sports 
Net South.
 Located approximately two blocks southwest  of Scott Field, 
the Newell-Grissom Building served as an auxiliary practice site 
for volleyball and both the men's and women's basketball teams at 
Mississippi State in 1996 while Humphrey Coliseum served as those 
teams’ primary on-campus competition site. 
 Newell-Grissom is MSU’s third on-campus volleyball home in 
34 seasons. MSU’s first volleyball teams competed in McCarthy 
Gymnasium prior to moving to Humphrey Coliseum.
 The Newell-Grissom Building has a varied and colorful history 
that spans five decades and covers a broad spectrum of campus 
events. 

 Construction of the building began in January, 1951. The 
$500,000 Animal Husbandry Service Building was completed in the 
spring of 1953, with dedicatory ceremonies held on April 28, 1953. 
The original structure included two classrooms, two offices, an area 
to house two graduate students, two exhibit areas, a multi-bunk 
dormitory area for visiting teams, and a dirt floor to accommodate its 
primary mission as host for livestock-related events.
 But the "cow barn", as it became affectionately known on 
campus, was used for much more than livestock shows, rodeos and 
equestrian competition. It developed into the campus and regional 
center for  concerts and other entertainment events. The building’s 
size and central location on campus also made it a natural for gradu-
ation ceremonies and class registration operations.
 In 1978, the arena was formally named in honor of two long-time 
leaders in Mississippi State University's animal science department, 
Paul F. Newell (1910) and E.E. Grissom (1932). The structure went 
largely unused in the 1980s and early 1990s and gradually fell into 
disrepair. But in early 1995, the university, faced with an expensive 
"tear it down or fix it up" proposition, partnered with the MSU Athletic 
Department to share the costs of a million dollar renovation project. 
 In addition to the installation of a hardwood floor, the initial project 
included reroofing, the installation of a new lighting system, the con-
struction and refurbishing of locker rooms and team meeting areas, 
and the addition of public rest room facilities.

MISSISSIPPI STATE  
VS. ALL OPPONENTS
AT NEWELL-GRISSOM
Alabama . . . . . . . . 3-8
Arkansas  . . . . . . . 2-9
UA-Pine Bluff  . . . 0-0
UA-Little Rock  . . . 1-1
Auburn . . . . . . . . . 7-4
Austin Peay  . . . . . 0-1
Belmont . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Chattanooga . . . . . 1-0
Clemson  . . . . . . .   0-1
Colorado  . . . . . . . 0-0
Florida  . . . . . . . . . 0-8
Georgia  . . . . . . . . 5-4
Grambling State  . . 1-0
Jackson State . . . . 2-0
Jacksonville State  2-0
Kentucky  . . . . . . . 0-5
UL-Lafayette  . . . . . 1-0
UL-Monroe  . . . . . . 2-0
Louisiana State . . 2-8
Louisiana Tech  . . . 1-0
Middle Tennessee . 1-0 
Mississippi . . . . . . 8-3
Murray State  . . . . . 1-0
Samford . . . . . . . . . 2-0
South Carolina  . . 1-4
Southern Miss . . . . 3-1
Tennessee  . . . . . . 1-6
Tennessee-Martin  . 2-0
Troy University  . . 2-0
UAB    1-1
Total  . . . . . . 53-64

2008 home opponents shown in bold italics

NEWELL-GRISSOM
YEAR-BY-YEAR

Year W-L Pct.
1997 5-4 .555
1998 5-5 .500
1999 3-6 .333
2000 5-5 .500
2001 4-7 .364
2002 1-7 .125
2003 2-9 .182
2004 4-6 .400
2005 7-5 .583
2006 10-4 .714
2007 7-6 .538
11 yrs.    53-64 .453

THE NEWELL-GRISSOM BUILDING




